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FEATURED SELECTIONS 

 
 

ROBERTSON DAVIES: A PORTRAIT IN MOSAIC VAL ROSS 
The biography of Robertson Davies: a larger than life character and renowned journalist, newspaper editor, 
professor, and author. This unique biography has one hundred plus contributions from family members, fellow 
writers, Hollywood stars, and Davies’ own personal recollections. A vivid portrait of his life and his work. 385pp. 
 

OFF THE TOURIST TRAIL FOREWORD BY BILL BRYSON 
A team of expert travel writers reveals a thousand fresh travel destinations and ideas from every continent 
other than your usual overrated tourist traps. They describe ideal vacation getaways that are less crowded, 
less expensive alternatives. Includes stunning photographs of architectural marvels and world wonders from 
the Chilean lakes to the Puning Temple. 336pp., illus. 
 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT EDITED BY ROBERT TWOMBLY 
A collection of twenty-one powerful literary selections of Wright’s work from 1900 to the late 1930s.  His 
writings made an impact on America and Europe, influencing the development of the Modern movement  
 303pp., illus. 
 
  

 ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 
 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT EDITED BY ROBERT TWOMBLY 
A collection of twenty-one selections of Wright’s most powerful literary works, which made a powerful impact 
worldwide.              303pp., illus.   
 

JOSÉPHINE AND THE ARTS OF THE EMPIRE EDITED BY ELEANOR P. DELORME 
Examines the impact of Napoleon’s wife’s patronage of early 19th century arts.  207pp., illus. 
 

THE VENUS FIXERS ILARIA DAGNINI BREY 
A spellbinding take on a little known chapter of World War II; Brey investigates the Allied Forces’ appointed 
monuments officers, a group comprised of artists, historians, architects, and curators, who were entreated to 
protect Europe’s treasures at any cost. Whether they were moving paintings under night’s cover or planning 
with army strategists to avoid bombing a city center, the results of their efforts to preserve history are still 
evident today. 308pp. illus. 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

ROBERTSON DAVIES: A PORTRAIT IN MOSAIC VAL ROSS 
The biography of Robertson Davies through reminiscences of family members, fellow writers, and Davies’ own 
personal recollections. 385pp. 

 



THE SECRET LIFE OF MARILYN MONROE J. RANDY TARABORRELI+ 
The story of Marilyn Monroe and her rise to becoming a world famous icon. Stories of Monroe’s battles with 
mental deterioration, schizophrenia, the Kennedys, and interviews with the FBI. Includes newly discovered, 
never before published photographs. 560pp., illus. 

 
THE WILDERNESS WARRIOR DOUGLAS BRINKLEY 

A look at the life and achievements of Theodore Roosevelt as president of the United States and as a well-
known naturalist.   940pp., illus. 
 

 
HISTORY & POLITICS 

 
THE FIRST FAMILY MIKE DASH+ 

Historian and journalist Mike Dash brings to life the rise of organized crime in America from the 1890s-1920s, 
featuring the Morello syndicate. Dash researches and illuminates the head of the syndicate, Giuseppe Morello, 
with untapped archives, transcripts, and accounts from remaining family members. 375pp., illus. 

 
GILDED YOUTH KATE CAMBOR 

Cambor illustrates the lives of three celebrated heirs during a time of change and unrest during late 19th 
century France. León Dandet, son of the popular writer Alphonse Dandet, Jean-Baptiste Charrot, son of famed 
neurologist Jean-Martin Charrot, and Jeanne Hugo, beloved granddaughter of Victor Hugo, were the center of 
the limelight and Cambor captures the hopes and tragedies of their time.  323pp. 

 
THE LADY IN RED HALLIE RUBENHOLD 

Full of intimate details and written with great flair, this true history presents a chronicle of the scandalous and 
highly publicized divorce of Lady Seymour Dorothy Fleming and Sir Richard Worsley, who sued his wife’s lover 
for damages.  308pp., illus. 

 
WRESTLING WITH MOSES ANTHONY FLINT 

Famous urban planner vs. young housewife; the notorious saga of Jane Jacobs rising up with ordinary citizens 
against Robert Moses as he planned an urban renewal for the already culturally rich neighborhood of 
Greenwich Village. 231pp., illus. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
THE AGE OF ENTANGLEMENT LOUISA GILDER 

An exploration of one of the fundamental concepts of quantum physics: establishing and understanding its 
existence. 443pp. 

 
EVERY PATIENT TELLS A STORY LISA SANDERS, M.D. 

Dr. Lisa Sanders take you into the process of diagnosing patients with mystery symptoms to understand the 
expertise and intuition that doctors must acquire to make life saving decisions. 276pp. 
 

JANE BRODY’S GUIDE TO THE GREAT BEYOND  JANE BRODY 
A practical primer to help you and your loved ones prepare medically, legally, and emotionally for the end of 
life. 
 287pp., illus. 
 



THE LITERATURE OF COLLECTING & OTHER ESSAYS RICHARD WENDORF* 
From the Boston Athenaeum’s Librarian, The Literature of Collecting provides readers with a new compilation 
of essays regarding the nature of collecting and the rich fictional texts that take collecting as their focus. 366pp. 

 
MY GRAMMAR AND I…OR SHOULD THAT BE ME? CAROLINE TAGGART & J.A. WINES 

A delightful handbook that offers practical and humorous guidance on how to avoid falling into language 
blunders. 175pp. 

 
OFF THE TOURIST TRAIL FOREWORD BY BILL BRYSON 

A team of expert travel writers reveals a thousand fresh travel destinations and ideas from every continent 
other than your usual overrated tourist traps. 336pp., illus. 
 

FICTION 
 

THE ARMS MAKER OF BERLIN DAN FESPERMAN+ 
A spy novel that spans half a century finds history professor Nat Turnbill working with the FBI to find World War 
II documents stolen by his old mentor. When his estranged friend winds up dead he realizes there are other 
deadly competitors involved. 367pp. 

 
THE CALLIGRAPHER’S DAUGHTER  EUGENIA KIM 

In early 20th century Korea as Japan begins its worldwide assault, a young woman longs for independence 
from her traditional father. She is aided by her mother through increasing oppression in an effort to pursue an 
education and, surprisingly, she even finds love. But all of her good fortune is about to run out ... 384pp. 

 
DARLING JIM CHRISTIAN MOERK 

A story within a story about a postman who finds a mysterious diary in the dead-letter bin at the post office. The 
diary is from beyond the grave and has only just begun.  288pp. 

 
A GATE AT THE STAIRS LORRIE MOORE+ 

Twenty- year old Tassie Keltjin is a college student when America is gearing up to go to war in the Middle East. 
She must juggle the responsibilities of school, a job, and family and notices herself changing with time; from 
the author of Birds of America.  321pp. 
 

GIRL IN A BLUE DRESS GAYNOR ARNOLD+ 
A novel inspired by the life and marriage of Charles Dickens. After the death of her famous husband, Dorothea 
finds the strength she seemed to lose when she had children and finally faces the people that hurt her 
throughout her life.  414pp. 

 
HAVANA FEVER  LEONARDO PADURA 

A story set in today’s Cuba. A retired policeman is drawn back to work to investigate a singer’s disappearance 
and a murder. Translated from the Spanish. 282pp. 

 
HOMER & LANGLEY E.L. DOCTOROW 

Brothers, one blind, and one damaged from war, live in their dilapidated 5th Avenue Mansion as world events 
play out through their eyes and they try to create meaning for themselves.  208pp. 



 
 
INHERENT VICE THOMAS PYNCHON 

Doc Sportello is visited by his missing ex-girlfriend, who comes to him with a crazy story about a plot to kill a 
billionaire landowner. Doc is soon drawn into a bizarre tangle of motives with interesting characters at the tail-
end of the psychedelic 60s. 369pp. 

 
THE PROSECUTION RESTS  EDITED BY LINDA FAIRSTEIN 

Twenty-two riveting stories that explore the high-stakes world of the courtroom.  418pp. 
 
RELENTLESS  DEAN KOONTZ 

A best selling novelist debuts a new book that is met with brutal criticism from a menacing critic with, as the 
novelist and his family come to realize, a harrowing reputation. Quickly on the run, the family realizes they are 
up against an extreme force bent on destroying and leaving no traces. 356pp. 

 
RULES OF VENGENCE  CHRISTOPHER REICH+ 

A terrorist attack pries Jonathan and his wife Emma apart on their romantic getaway. Jonathan escapes 
capture to save Emma, only to find out she has been a part of a conspiracy the whole time. From the author of 
Rules of Deception.  419pp. 
 

SOUTH OF BROAD PAT CONROY+ 
A teenager rebuilding his life after his brother’s tragic suicide befriends an odd group of students including a set 
of twins, a pair of runaways, and a socialite. Their friendships span from 1960s counterculture through the 
dawn of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s as they tackle adolescence, racial prejudices, and hard-won successes. 514pp. 
 

THAT OLD CAPE MAGIC RICHARD RUSSO+ 
A man in the middle of his life finds himself confronting his parents, their failed marriage, his own troubled one, 
and his daughter’s newly married life. From the Pulitzer Prize winning author of Empire Falls and Bridge of 
Sighs.  261pp. 
 

TRADING DREAMS AT MIDNIGHT DIANE MCKINNEY-WHETSTONE 
A mother abandons her two adolescent daughters with their grandmother; this poignant novel follows the girls 
two decades later chronicling their search for redemption and rebirth. 312pp. 

 
VANISHED JOSEPH FINDER+ 

Nick Heller, an investigator with a private intelligence firm, is trying to find his estranged brother, Roger, after he 
and his wife are attacked. Roger has mysteriously disappeared and it is up to Nick to keep his beloved sister-
in-law and nephew safe. 388pp. 
 

DETECTIVES 
 

BLINDMAN’S BLUFF FAYE KELLERMAN+ 
The New York Times best selling author depicts a murder of a billionaire in Los Angeles. His wife and several 
employees are also found dead. Homicide detective Decker must travel up and down the California coast to try 
to figure out if this was simply murder or something far more twisted.   390pp. 

 
THE CONVICT’S SWORD I.J. PARKER 

Lord Sugawara Akitada abandons his past as senior secretary in the Ministry of Justice to avenge his wronged 
friend’s death and right the injustices committed against the deceased’s family.  Set in 11th century Japan. 476pp. 



 
EVEN MONEY  DICK FRANCIS & FELIX FRANCIS+ 

A gambler meets his father for the first time on his deathbed. He warns him to “be very careful.” But of what? 
Of whom? He finds himself in a race for his life.  350pp. 

 
FATAL LIES  FRANK TALLIS 

The author of Vienna Blood tells a tale of Detective Rheinhardt having to solve a murder of a military cadet 
while having to balance a conflicted love triangle in Vienna.   439pp. 
 

FATHER’S DAY KEITH GILMAN 
A disgraced cop-turned P.I. is asked to track down an old friend’s teenage daughter. In doing so, he uncovers 
dark truths about his friend’s alleged suicide and the hardships of the young girl.  259pp. 
 

SAND SHARKS MARGARET MARON+ 
Judge Deborah Knott attends a summer conference for NC district court judges at Wrightsville Beach when 
during her peaceful retreat her colleague is found strangled. Determined to catch the killer she begins her own 
investigation and comes to realize she is not only a target, but that anyone and everyone could be involved.  
 291pp. 

 
SKELETON HILL PETER LOVESEY 

Detective Superintendent Peter Diamond is on the case after a young woman’s body is discovered at 
Lansdown Hill during a Civil War reenactment. After another man shows up dead, Diamond is confronted by 
vigilantes, his boss, and puzzling clues. 326pp. 

 
SELF’S MURDER  BERNHARD SCHLINK 

P.I. Gerhard Self is commissioned by a partner of a prominent bank to investigate a silent player, which unveils 
two murders and Self’s possible son, from the author of The Reader. 262pp. 
 

206 BONES KATHY REICHS+ 
Temperance Brennan findis herself in an uncomfortable position: bound hands to feet in a dark, enclosed 
space. She must try to figure out who would do this to her before it’s too late. 308pp. 

 
THE VEILS OF VENICE EDWARD SKLEPOWICH 

Urbino Macintyre is helping a friend when her cousin is found stabbed to death. This crime of passion appears 
to have occurred within the family, or very close to it. 213pp. 
 

THE WATER’S EDGE KARIN FOSSUM 
A quarreling couple discovers a young boy’s body in the woods in this riveting portrait of a community in 
turmoil. Inspectors Konrad Sejer and Jacob Skarre take on the case as yet another little boy disappears.227pp. 
 

+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL 

*GIFT OF LEA CARSON SHERK 



 
HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY 
 
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.  
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know 
your selections by email or telephone: 
 
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.  
Telephone: (215) 925-2688 
 
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by 
mail or fax: 
 
Fax: (215) 925-3755 
Mail:  Jill LeMin Lee 
 Circulation Librarian 
 Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
 219 S. Sixth Street 
 Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
 
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at 
which you would like to receive them.  A reserve list will then be established for you. 
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait.  You 
will receive your books in a padded mailer.  Please open the bag carefully so that it can be 
reused.  There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.  
The loan period is three weeks.  When you are ready to return them, place them in the 
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or 
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage.  Take the bag to the post office and 
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate."  We invite all stockholders to take 
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.   
 

Picking up Books at the Library 
 
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library.  If you wish to be 
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address 
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can 
alert you when a book is waiting for you.   If you are pressed for time, you may request that 
a book be left for you at the front desk. 
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