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FEATURED SELECTIONS 
 
EIFFEL’S TOWER JILL JONNES 

A chronicle of Gustave Eiffel’s struggle to erect his iron giant after winning the contract to build the centerpiece 
to the 1889 World’s Fair. Now regarded as a universal beauty, the Eiffel Tower was met with harsh criticism 
and numerous setbacks. In addition to spotlighting Eiffel, Jonnes features other iconic figures that brought 
allure to the fair, such as Paul Gauguin, Thomas Edison, and Buffalo Bill.  354pp., illus. 
 

THE SWEET LIFE IN PARIS  DAVID LEBOVITZ  
David Lebovitz reveals his experiences after he moves to Paris following a prosperous career as a San 
Francisco chef and comically struggles with adjusting to Paris’s eccentric way of life; for instance, he 
encounters rigorous eating rituals, odd men’s fashions, and banks without any money. Complete with recipes! 
 228pp., illus. 
  

 
ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 

 
ART DECO: SAN FRANCISCO  THERESE POLETTI 

The fascinating story of architect Timothy Pflueger’s life and work in the early 20th century. 234pp., illus. 
 
EIFFEL’S TOWER JILL JONNES 

An insight into Gustave Eiffel’s struggle to erect his iron skeleton in the heart of Paris as well as a look at other 
personalities from the 1889 Paris Exposition, such as Buffalo Bill and Thomas Edison.  354pp., illus. 

 
LONG ISLAND LANDSCAPES CYNTHIA ZAITZEVSKY 

An illustrative look at several prominent female landscape architects during the Golden Age of country homes.   
 304pp., illus.   
 

ROGUES’ GALLERY MICHAEL GROSS 
The secret history of the moguls and the money that made the Metropolitan Museum. Gross provides readers 
with an unauthorized look at the saga of the nation’s greatest museum and the sins and crimes behind some 
of its treasures.  545pp. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHY 

 
THE FIRST TYCOON T.J. STILES 

Featuring the epic life of Cornelius Vanderbilt and encompassing details of his personal life in addition to his 
business endeavors.  719pp., illus. 
 



GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ GERALD MARTIN+ 
The first full and authorized biography of the 1982 winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature.  642pp., illus. 
 
 

KINKY GAZPACHO LORI L. THARPS 
The autobiographical tale of an African-American writer who considers race in the Western World after she 
studied abroad in Spain; the experience led to her marriage, children, and forced her to face blatant 
discrimination.  206pp. 

 
LOSING MUM AND PUP CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY+ 

Buckley recounts his final year with his recently deceased parents and converses on the notion of becoming a 
fifty-five year old orphan.  251pp. 
 

WARTIME DIARY SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR 
An account of Beauvoir’s fairly unconventional experiences during WWII and how they threatened her work 
and her life. 350pp. 

 
 

HISTORY & POLITICS 
 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES ROBERT V. REMINI 
The historian of the US House of Representatives is the author of this balanced and important abbreviated 
history of the country up to the present. 373pp., illus. 

 
THE SPARTACUS WAR BARRY STRAUSS 

The author explains the most notable slave revolt in the ancient world, Rome’s efforts to defeat the insurgency, 
and the complexities of conducting a campaign against a well-organized establishment.  264pp., illus.   

 
VALKYRIE  PHILIP FREIHERR VON BOESELAGER+ 

At first a dutiful, patriotic soldier, Philip quickly became disgusted by the Third Reich and joined the resistance 
in a plot to assassinate Hitler and Heinrich Himmler.  211pp., illus.  
 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
50 HIGH-IMPACT, LOW-CARE GARDEN PLANTS TRACY DISABATO-AUST 

Tough, but beautiful plants anyone can grow. 168pp., illus.  
 

RESTRUCTURING THE PHILADELPHIA REGION CAROLYN ADAMS, ET AL. 
A comprehensive investigation into America’s large urban regions and the metropolitan inequalities that plague 
the respective residents; by observing planning and patterns the authors identify the faults and the players 
hindering and helping the bleak situation.  224p., illus. 

 
THE SWEET LIFE IN PARIS  DAVID LEBOVITZ  

After two decades as a San Francisco pastry chef, Lebovitz relocates to Paris and describes his comical, 
bizarre experiences in a new city. Includes recipes! 282pp., illus.  
 

 



THE SOUL OF MEDICINE  SHERWIN B. NULAND 
A compilation of unique medical stories detailing curious incidents and powerful relationships. 214pp. 

 
 FICTION 

 
BROOKLYN COLM TÓIBÍN+ 

Set in Brooklyn and Ireland in the 1950’s, a young girl leaves her fragile mother behind, but quickly finds love, 
loss, and success in America. 262pp. 

THE COLLECTOR OF WORLDS  ILIYA TROYANOV 
A story of the three big adventures in Sir Richard Francis Burton’s life; his life as a spy, his voyage to Mecca, 
and his exploration on the African lakes.  454pp. 
 

DARK PLACES GILLIAN FLYNN+ 
A woman witnessed her family murdered in a satanic sacrifice seemingly led by her brother and is contacted 
by a fanatical group to retell her story in order to free her brother nearly twenty-five years later.  349pp. 
 

THE FRIGHTENED MAN  KENNETH CAMERON+ 
In turn of the century London an American, after his debauchery in the Wild West soils his reputation, is trying 
to create a new life only to be stalked by a vicious killer. 267pp. 
 

GONE TOMORROW LEE CHILD+ 
Jack Reacher dives into the life of a simple woman involved in twisted dangers with ties to high authority.  
 421pp. 
 

HOME SAFE ELIZABETH BERG  
A beautifully written and richly resonant story of a mother and daughter in emotional transit.  260pp. 
 

THE LAST CHILD JOHN HART+ 
A year after a young boy’s twin sister disappeared the boy embarks on a dangerous journey to find her and 
attempts to bring his family together again. 373pp. 
 

MY FATHER’S TEARS JOHN UPDIKE 
A collection of new short fiction featuring the author delving into his native Pennsylvania with stories of New 
England suburbia and foreign travel.  292pp. 
 

NOBODY MOVE DENIS JOHNSON+ 
A gambling addict escapes a brutal punishment and meets up with a alcoholic vixen on the run from a scandal 
involving 2.3 million dollars while being pursued by an underworld boss and his muscle. 196pp. 

 
RED APRIL SANTIAGO RONCAGLIOLO 

During Peru’s Holy Week, an un-ambitious prosecutor is put in charge of a horrible murder investigation in the 
midst of the intimatidating Fujimori Regime while meeting persistent resistance from law enforcement.  271pp. 
 

THE SCARECROW MICHAEL CONNELLY+ 
Jack McEvoy’s career is on the outs when he decides to pen the murder story of his career; he focuses on a 
teen killer when he realizes there is another, more equipped and clever, player involved.  419pp. 

 
 
 



THE SCENIC ROUTE BINNIE KIRSHENBAUM 
Divorced and alone, a woman flees to Italy where she meets a married man who whisks her away on a 
revealing tour of Europe. 317pp. 

 
SHANGHAI GIRLS LISA SEE+ 

Pearl and May are inseparable sisters sold from 1930’s Shanghai as wives of Chinese-Americans. They try to 
adjust in their new setting amidst discrimination, disappointment, and sibling rivalry.  314pp.  

 
THRILLER 2 EDITED BY CLIVE CUSSLER+ 

Twenty-three riveting short stories that, combined, leave readers on the edge of their seats.  506pp. 
 

 
VANESSA AND VIRGINIA  SUSAN SELLERS+ 

Sellers imagines her way into the heart of the lifelong relationship between writer Virginia Woolf and painter 
Vanessa Bell by creating a dynamic fictitious sister duo trying to get by in life. 213pp.  
 

THE WEIGHT OF HEAVEN  THRITY UMRIGAR 
A look at immeasurable grief, a couple’s marriage deteriorates after their only child unexpectedly dies. Yet they 
find renewed hope in one another after suddenly moving to India.  365pp. 

 
 

DETECTIVES 
 

ALEXANDRIA  LINDSEY DAVIS+ 
Marcus Didius Falco takes a vacation with his family to Alexandria, Egypt only to be confronted with a dead 
librarian surrounded by mysterious circumstances. Mystery set in A.D. 77. 
 

DEATH OF A WITCH M.C. BEATON 
A Hamish Macbeth mystery in the Scottish village of Lochdubh.   

 
DEEP WATERS KATE CHARLES 

Detective Inspector Neville Stewart is recalled from his honeymoon to investigate the death of a baby with 
celebrity parents.  
  

DEKOK AND THE GEESE OF DEATH A.C. BAANTJER 
Baantjer brings to life Inspector Dekok in another stirring potboiler full of suspenseful twists and unusual 
conclusions.    
 

THE KILLINGS ON JUBLIEE TERRACE ROBERT BARNARD+ 
A soap opera actor dies in what appears to be an innocent pedestrian accident, but Detective Inspector 
Charlie Peace receives information that indicates murder.   
 

MURDER IN MYKONOS JEFFREY SIGER 
A young woman on holiday on Mykonos, the most famous of Greece’s Aegean Cycladic islands, simply 
disappears off the face of the earth, and no one notices.  
 

 
 



SANCTUARY KEN BRUEN+ 
P.I. Jack Taylor carelessly disregards a list of victims and it is only until a child is added that he springs into 
actions to find a killer unknowingly close to him.    
 

SPADE AND ARCHER JOE GORES 
The actions and events that formed Sam Spade leading up to the Maltese Falcon case, which includes 
murders, money, and of course, mistresses.  
 

STONE’S FALL IAIN PEARS+ 
Chronologically in reverse, Stone’s Fall is about John Stone, a financier and an arms dealer who dies in 
suspicious circumstances.  
 

TAOS CHILL LINDA LEA CASTLE 
Author Carmen Pollini must convince local Sheriff Blaines she is innocent of murder before her number-one 
fan admires her to death. 
 

 
AUDIOBOOKS 

 
READING LOLITA IN TEHRAN AZAR NAFISI* 

An autobiographical account of Nafisi’s work with young women in revolutionary Iran. 16cds.  
  

 
+ McNAUGHTON RENTAL 

*Gift of Jack Silverberg 

 
HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY 
 
For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.  
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know 
your selections by email or telephone: 
 
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.  
Telephone: (215) 925-2688 
 
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by 
mail or fax: 
 
Fax: (215) 925-3755 
Mail:  Jill LeMin Lee 
 Circulation Librarian 
 Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
 219 S. Sixth Street 
 Philadelphia, PA 19106 



 
 
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at 
which you would like to receive them.  A reserve list will then be established for you. 
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait.  You 
will receive your books in a padded mailer.  Please open the bag carefully so that it can be 
reused.  There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.  
The loan period is three weeks.  When you are ready to return them, place them in the 
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or 
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage.  Take the bag to the post office and 
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate."  We invite all stockholders to take 
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.   
 

Picking up Books at the Library 
 
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library.  If you wish to be 
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address 
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can 
alert you when a book is waiting for you.   If you are pressed for time, you may request that 
a book be left for you at the front desk. 
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